
SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION.
A Letter from Akchibald Welch, M.D., President of the Medical Society of Connecticut

to M. L. North, M.D., of Saratoga Springs, N. Y.

My Dear .Sir,—Your report of the discussion at the meeting of the
Medical Society of the .State of New York, on tlie subject of smallpox
and varioloid [see page 109], was a very interesting document. It is
mot only valuable to the profession, but the views and information com-
municated to the faculty ought to be read by all classes of the com-

munity. That smallpox, and its accompanying disease, varioloid, have
been within the last few years alarmingly on the increase, is too well
known to be questioned. The causes and the remedy are not suffi-
ciently understood by those who are deeply interested in this matter.

During the months öf March and May, 1348, thirteen cases of small-
pox and varioloid occurred in the village of Wethersfield, where I was
 then in practice. Six of (¡he «ases were in the Connecticut State Pri-
son, the medical department of which was then under my care. The
first was a convict who had never been vaccinated, and had been in
prison eight years. This case was followed by five of varioloid, more
or less severe. I allude to these facts for the purpose of presenting the
following, which go to disprove the popular and long cherished opinion
•that the protective influence .of the vaccine disease is eradicated from
the system in a few years after vaccination. As soon as I discovered
that one of the convicts had smallpox, I vaccinated all in the institu-
tion (to the number of about two hundred), except one or two who bad
-previously had small pox, and two insane convicts. All had been more
•or less exposed to tlie disease, 'but nearly all of them had been vacci-
nated. 1 noted 'the name, age, and time of vaccination of each indi,
vidual. The time which had elapsed since vaccination, varied from two
¡to forty years. Those who had been vaccinated thirty and forty years
ago, were no more susceptible of the vaccine disease than those in whom
the virus had been inserted within the last five or ten years—in fact, I
-could discover no difference in regard to susceptibility ; from which I
infer that the degree of protection which the system receives fi»m one
vaccination (whatever the amount may be) is retained during life. That
one vaccination will effectually protect the system, in all .cam^ against
smallpox, I have never believed.
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In 1810,1 was vaccinated, and had the disease in a genuine form. In
1836, for the first time after my vaccination, I had a case of severe
confluent smallpox under my care. I then re-vaccinated myself, and
suffered as much from the local inflammation, and from febrile symptoms,
as in the first instance. Whenever I have been exposed to the disease
since that time, I have re-vaccinated myself, until the susceptibility to re-
ceive the disease is entirely eradicated.

From careful observation on this subject, I am confident that re-vac-

cination, repeated until no impression can be made upon the system, will
effectually and certainly prevent the smallpox. 1 am aware that in
consequence of recommending re-vaccination, we render ourselves liable
to be accused of being influenced by motives of self-interest ; but while
we are confident that this is the only safe course, is it not our duty to

enlighten our employers on this important subject, and thus prepare the
way to exterminate a very loathsome and dangerous disease ? It is not

only important that we should urge upon our friends the importance of
re-vaccination, but also the importance of having it performed by respon-
sible persons, and in no instance with the virus of a second vaccination.

I am verv trulv and resnec.tfullv vnnrs.

Archibald Welch.Hartford, April 28, 1849.

A COMMON-SENSE TALK ABOUT " SHIP FEVER."
BY A. C. CASTLE, M.D., NEW YORK.

[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

" They lell os that good fortune and evil fortune
Come to all things alike in this world of time.
Thou sees! two bricks baked together,
linked from the same clay and furnace*,
One shall be laid on ihe top of n minaret,
And Ihe other at Iho bottom of n well !"—Eastern Poet.

From the recent unnecessary alarm propagated with regard to the im-
portation of " ship fever," " Asiatic cholera," &c. Sic. ; and it having
been my fortune, during my peregrinations over a large surface of the
earth, to witness tho modus operandi of emigrant agents in Europe ; and
having had ocular evidence of the management and results of the
gatherings and concentration of large numbers of human beings on ship
board, I may, perchance, from these circumstances, be permitted to offer
a few remarks upon the several phenomena which I conceive to be the
exciting and the proximate cause of " ship fever," in whatever form,
shape or type it may present itself or be named.

The numerous arrivals, during the last two years, of vessels from
European ports, laden with disease, pestilential human misery and filth,
have naturally enough filled the philanthropic heart with pain, being at
the same time the source of much concern to the citizens of the At-
lantic " ports of entry," as well as a fruitful cause, among interested
persons, for sounding the tocsin of alarm. These arrivals have been,
indeed, a perfect windfall to newspaper paragraphists, furnishing them
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